PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Good Shepherd Jesus, you tell us you are the gate for those who are lost and want to come in. Welcome us in we who have nothing to give but ourselves. Be the gate for the sheep from the places where we struggle.

God hear us: Good Shepherd hear our prayer

Good Shepherd Jesus, you tell us you are the gate for those who are lost and want to come in. Welcome in the lost: those of us who have found nothing we can call home. Be the gate for the sheep from the places where we struggle.
God hear us: Good Shepherd hear our prayer

Good Shepherd Jesus, you tell us you are the gate for those who are lost and want to come in. Welcome in the peace-makers: those of us who struggle with injustice, who seek a more just way to live, yet feel powerless to change things. Be the gate for the sheep from the places where we struggle.
God hear us: Good Shepherd hear our prayer

Good Shepherd Jesus, you tell us you are the gate for those who are lost and want to come in. Welcome us into the fold. In all our seeking and straying, in all our questioning and wandering. Be the gate for the sheep from the places where we struggle.
God hear us: Good Shepherd hear our prayer

Easter 4A – 3 May 2020 Good Shepherd Sunday 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, 

we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ....................... UC. Welcome to our visitors. Today on this 4TH Sunday in the Season of Easter, we focus on Jesus as our Good Shepherd the one who seeks us out when we are lost and brings us back to God again.

SONG 
“Be still and know”

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come into this place as you are:

We come as friend or stranger; as seeker or teacher;

Come as you are.

We come as old or young; as lost or found;

Come as you are.

We come as people God loves, 

Come as you are.

We come to our Good Shepherd who knows us by name

Come as you are to worship,

We come to worship our Good Shepherd. Amen.

SONG
“This is the day”

This is the day, this is the day, 

that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day, that the Lord has made,  

we will rejoice, and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day, 

that the Lord has made!

This is the day, this is the day, 

when he rose again, when he rose again

we will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day, when he rose again,  

we will rejoice, and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day, 

when he rose again!
This is the day, this is the day, 

when the Spirit came, when the Spirit came

we will rejoice, we will rejoice 

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.

This is the day, when the Spirit came,  

we will rejoice, and be glad in it.

This is the day, this is the day, 

when the Spirit came!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Come in the peace of this place,

to focus on God. Bring to God what you carry,

and all that burdens you.

(Project image of solitary lamb.)

Seek God and give to God

those times you have been left behind,

those times felt forgotten, ignored,

those times out of touch with others,

those times that you be made whole again.

Shepherding God, we have gone astray.

Find us again.

(Project image of a sheep standing outside the flock.)

Seek God and give to God

those you have left behind,

those you have forgotten, ignored, passed over,

that they may be made whole again.

Shepherding God, we have gone astray.

Find us again.

(Project image of a flock of sheep.)

Seek God and give to God

the hurts, the prejudices, 

the acts that keep us from community,

that we may be made whole again.

Shepherding God, we have gone astray.

Find us again.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
Project an image of a flock of sheep on a trail.

The Good Shepherd hears your cry,

and comes to you. The Good Shepherd
calls your name, and brings you home.

You have been found. You are forgiven.

You are refreshed in running waters.

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 655 “O let the Son of God enfold you”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
 1 Peter 2:19-25 
EARLY WORD – Story “The 99th Sheep”

SONG TiS 145 “The king of love my shepherd is”

The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his 

and he is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow

my ransomed soul he leadeth ,

and where the verdant pastures grow 

with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me, 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, 

dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff me comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 

thy unction grace bestoweth; 

and O what transport of delight

from thy pure chalice floweth.

And so through all the length of days 

thy goodness faileth never: 

good Shepherd may I sing thy praise 

within thy house forever.
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GOSPEL READING
 John 10:1-10 
SERMON
“Jesus the gate”
We respond to God’s Word
HYMN  TiS 239 “Jesus the Lord said”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION  
Jesus, Good Shepherd, we thank you for the ways in which you have enfolded us in your love and called us by name to follow you. May these gifts and our lives offered in your name, be used to enfold others in your love. Amen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God hear us: Good Shepherd hear our prayer

We are sent out as God's people
NOTICES 
BLESSING The blessing of God, the Father, Son and HS…
SONG  TiS 666 “We are marching in the light of God”

COMMISSION
Go into the world,

we will go with God by our side.

Go into all of life,

we will go with God on our way.

Go into every future,

we will go with God in every journey.

For God is waiting there for us,

and we will meet God there. AMEN

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 May the feet of God”
























