Easter 3A- Questions on the Readings - 26 April 2020:

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Questions:  

1. Repentance, baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit are linked in this passage. How does Luke (the writer of Acts) see repentance for the people of his day? 
2. What does repentance mean for you? (a renewal, a turning back to God's ways?) .
3. Have you ever renewed your baptismal vows.? Look up the Renewal of Baptism Service in Uniting in Worship 2. How can our intentional renewal of baptismal vows remind us of the gift of the Holy Spirit within us?
4.  Day by day, how do we share our faith so people can welcome it as good news for them?  (v41)

5. We know that we should, but what gets in the way of our sharing our faith? Name one person with whom you could share your faith with this week? 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is 116? How might we use this in our daily spiritual life?

2.  Where might psalm 116 be used in worship? Write a similar psalm for your worship. 
3. How do The images of death and supplication in verses 2 and 3 foretell the suffering of Christ?
4. How can salvation and freedom from the bonds of death (vv13-14) be read as references to Christ’s resurrection?
5. The psalmist asks in verse 12, "What can I give in response to life, salvation, and relationship? The psalmist recognises that God needs nothing but their faith and worship. What can we give in response to God's saving presence in our life?
ow c
1 Peter 1:17-23 Questions:  

1.. What meaning or significance does the idea of the shedding of blood for atonement have for people today? 
2.What significance did this have for people who gave their tributes on ANZAC Day? 
3. For the rest of the season of Easter, as you celebrate the resurrection of Christ, how might you take a few moments each day to notice something hopeful, some form of new life or resurrection?

4. Consider Peter’s instructions for living a faithful life in exile. How do these instructions apply to living a spiritual life in a secular world?
5. The word of God might mean: Jesus, the Word made flesh through the incarnation; or the creative, spoken word of God that creates, as in Genesis; or the Bible itself as the written word of God. What does the Word of God mean to you? Is it all or any of the above?
Luke 24:13-35 Questions:  

1. Why didn't the disciples recognise the crucified and risen Jesus straight away? 
2. How did they finally recognise Jesus? What part did God's Spirit play? (vv 30-31)
3. How do we recognise Jesus in the sharing of the bread and the cup at the Lord's table? How do we remember what he has done for us in his dying and rising again? (v35)
4. The meeting on the road is a beautiful metaphor for what might happen when we meet a stranger on our own journey, a stranger who is able to open our eyes to the grace that we have not imagined or been able to see. Can you think of a time when a stranger appeared who was able to walk with you and help open your eyes to grace?
5. How has the risen Christ made a difference in your life? 
