Passion/Palm Sunday - Holy Week Resources for 5 April 2020
Palm Sunday Prayer (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19)

God of all hopefulness, God of my life
On this holy day of Palms and Passions
and through this the holiest of weeks,
when our Lenten journey finds its completion
through pain
sorrow,  despair,  illness
losses of all kinds,
through fear
anger,  hatred,  vitriol
and finger pointing

We come to recognize
the varied ways we work against you, O God, 
against your hopes and dreams for creation 

against your love poured out
in flesh and blood,
we hang our heads and bow our hearts
seeking your forgiveness
yearning for your guidance
desiring your compassion.

Fill us we pray, 

with the ability to turn to you, 

kneeling before you

may your grace open our spirit

that we may let you in
receive you
take You in.

Into our hearts and minds and souls
Let you in
that we might turn and
return to you,
that we might be

transformed in you,
through you, by you, for you.

Transformed once more,
this day, this week,
into a new self, me, you.

May we become a new people,
a gentle people,
a people of love and compassion,
born anew from our deepest sorrow
through the breadth of your forgiveness
and love.

And then, may we do likewise.
Forgive.  And, love. Amen.

~ written by Terri, and posted on the RevGalBlogPals website. http://revgalprayerpals.blogspot.ca/
Prayer: May We Proclaim You   (inspired by Luke 19: 29-40)

We want to shout hosanna,
for we want to follow you
but if we could not shout
the very stones would cry aloud

We hear the people call you
king and redeemer and lord
but if they were to be silent
the very stones would cry aloud

We know you are messiah
and we call you friend and companion and Christ
but if we were not able to shout
the very stones would cry aloud

May we proclaim you the one who comes to save us
to loves us completely
and show us the way
May we proclaim you lord of the whole world
loving each person uniquely
and calling them all to your way

We say you are the Christ
the one who saves and cares for us
but if the whole world was to remain silent
these very stones would cry aloud.

~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky Paws. http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws
Opening Prayer: Palm Sunday  (Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19)

God, we gather on this day to begin a week of contrasts.
From hope to despair to hope again.
As we begin the week, as we join with the crowd
help us cut through the noise to see what is happening, 
to see what is at stake.
As the story unfolds,
open us to both the hope and the pain.
In this time of worship,
prepare us to celebrate, to weep, and to wait.
We pray in the name of the one who leads the parade 
as we share the words he shared with his closest friends:
Our Father, which art in heaven….
~ posted by Rev Gord on his blog, Worship Offerings. http://worshipofferings.blogspot.ca/
Palm Sunday Prayer: Blessed is the King! Matt 21:1-11, Mk 11:1-11; Lk 19:29-40; Jn 12:12-19
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of Lord!
Gracious God, as we stand at the gates of the city,
give us grace to recognize the king we proclaim,
and courage to be a part of your kingdom—
even when it goes against our ways and the ways of the world,
even when it leads us where we do not want to go.
Empower us to free ourselves from the tempting alternatives
of power and wealth and status,
and embolden us to live lives of thanksgiving and praise. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!

~ from the Monthly Prayers page of the Christian Aid website. http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
Psalm 118 Litany  Jesus, Our Immanuel (inspired by Psalm 118)

Jesus, our Immanuel;

You reveal God to us – 

I will follow and give thanks to you.
Jesus, our Gate of Righteousness;

You open for us –

I will enter and give thanks to you.
Jesus, our Cornerstone;

You build our lives –

I will stand and give thanks to you.
Jesus, our Light;

You shine through us –

I smile and give thanks to you.
~ written by Bill & Kristi Gaultiere, inspired by Psalm 118.  Posted on Soul Shepherding. http://www.soulshepherding.org/
Psalm 118 Hymn: This is the Day 
TUNE - KINGSFOLD or any other tune in 86.86 meter.  OR  even  AMAZING GRACE.
This is the day the Lord has made;
     in it will we rejoice,
          praising God's everlasting love
               with heart and mind and voice.
God is my refuge and my strength,
     my might, my joy, my song,
          my shield, salvation, sure defense
               throughout my whole life long.
Open the gates of righteousness,
     Lord, let me enter there,
          that I may lift my thanks to you
               in hymn and song and prayer.
See now the wonder God has done:
     the once rejected stone
          has now become the cornerstone,
               the Lord's own Chosen One.
Blest is the One who comes to us
     in God our maker's name,
          bringing to us God's life and light,
               to every age the same.
This is the day the Lord has made;
     in it will we rejoice,
          praising God's everlasting love
               with heart and mind and voice.
~ written by Joy F. Patterson, copyright © 1993, Music © 1993 Hope Publishing Company.  Posted on Hope Publishing Onine Hymnody website.  http://www.hopepublishing.com/html/main.isx?sitesec=40.2.1.0&hymnID=3172#   If you use this hymn in worship, be sure to report it on your CCLI license.

 Prayer: Christ the King 

O Jesus,
You are the King of Glory, 
You are the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings.
And we pray that your Kingdom will reign forever 

in our hearts and in this world.

Lord, we pray for your Kingdom to come here now, 
bringing a kingdom of justice, righteousness, hope, love, 
peace, mercy and grace for all.
Lord, we ask that you rule in our hearts, 
lead in this world and govern over your kingdom.

But Lord honestly,
We often have our own plans and agendas
And we want to be rulers of our world.
Forgive us for those times.
And Lord we live in a time that would rather idolize the King of Pop
than worship you.
Help us to know how to live as your Kingdom People in these times.



And Lord , there are a lot of Kings in this world who terrorize, over tax, humiliate,
over exploit, and abuse those they are to lead.
Help us to spread the good news of the different kind of King you are.

Lord, thank you for being a different kind of King.
Thank you for your goodness and kindness in our lives.
Thank you for your generosity.
Thank you for loving us.
Thank you for your Kingdom that is unlike any
Kingdom in this world

~ written by Rev Abi, and posted on RevGalBlogPals blog.  http://revgalblogpals.blogspot.ca/




Call to Worship: A New Day  (inspired by Jeremiah 3: 22-25 and Psalm 118: 24)

This is the day that the Lord has made.

We will be glad and rejoice in it.

Great is God's faithfulness! It is new every morning!
This is the year that the Lord has begun.

We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Great is God's faithfulness! It is new every morning!
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

for his compassions never fail. 

Great is God's faithfulness! It is new every morning!
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to those who seek him.
Great is God's faithfulness! It is new every morning!
~ from Behold, I Make All Things New by Elizabeth Nanninga.  Posted on Reformed Worship. http://www.reformedworship.org/article/september-2001/behold-i-make-all-things-new-service-new-years-day
Call to Worship: Psalm 118 

This is the day the LORD has made;
You are our God, and we will praise You!
Blessed is the One who saves us.
You are our God, and we will praise You!
The LORD is God, and has given us light;
You are our God, and we will praise You!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
You are our God, and we will praise You!
Prayer of Praise: Psalm 118: 19-29 

We thank you LORD God, for you alone are good,
and your loving kindness is everlasting.
With the faithful of every time and place we declare,
everlasting loving kindness is yours alone.
Open for me the gates of justice,
so that I may enter and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD,
where those who live justly may enter.
I give thanks because you have answered me
and became my rescuer. 
The stone which the builders scorned
has become the first, the cornerstone.
The LORD has brought this about, and it is astounding.
This is the day the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
LORD, save us; let us enjoy success.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and has given us light;
join in celebratory procession up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I give you thanks;
You are my God, and I praise you with great joy.
Give thanks to the LORD, who alone is good,
and whose loving kindness is everlasting
~ posted on The Billabong website. http://thebillabong.info/ For use in worship, with acknowledgement. © Jeff Shrowder 2000.

Call to Worship: Psalm 118 

Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
We will enter and give thanks to the Lord!
We give you thanks for You have answered us;
You have become our salvation!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
God’s faithful love endures forever.
Call to Worship: Psalm 118 

This is the day the Lord has made!

We will rejoice, and be glad in it!
The Lord is our strength and our song; he has become our victory!

You are our God, and we will praise you;
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!

His faithful loves endures forever!
Call to Worship: Psalm 118: 19-24 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter, and give thanks to the Lord.

We will give You thanks, for You have answered us;
You have become our salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Call to Worship: Psalm 118: 14-29 

The Lord is my strength and my song;
he has become my victory.
The strong right arm of the Lord
has done glorious things!
This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous to see.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His faithful love endures forever.
Prayer for Holy Week 

Inspire our hearts, O God,

  to follow where Christ walked,

  for Christ has marked us as his own.

Let us all take new willingness

  to carry our cross

  and be led through sacrifice and suffering,

  but also to the glory and triumph

  of the Risen Life of the Saviour.

Grant us all your good graces,

  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

~ from At the Foot of the Cross, posted on the Catholic Sensibility website. http://catholicsensibility.wordpress.com/2010/03/23/at-the-foot-of-the-cross/ 

Opening prayer for Palm Sunday 

Lord Jesus Christ,
on the first Palm Sunday
you entered the rebellious city
where you were to die.
Enter our hearts, we pray,
and subdue them to yourself.
And as your disciples blessed your coming
and spread garments and branches in your way,
make us ready to lay at your feet
all that we have and are,
that we too may bless your coming
In the name of the Lord.
~ posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website.  http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/ 
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Call to Worship: Maundy Thursday 

The entry into Jerusalem -

a time of great celebration!
The entry into the upper room -

a time of great togetherness!
The entry into the judgment hall -

a time of great humiliation.
The entry onto Golgotha -

a time of great pain… and death.
Our Lenten journey has brought us to this place.

To profess our faith.
To hear Jesus’ Story.

To remember his life and his death.
Called by God as sisters and brothers in Christ’s love…

we gather and worship God.
~ from Maundy Thursday Service from the First Baptist Church, Rome, Georgia (2008).  Posted on the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Georgia website. http://www.cbfga.org/ 

Prayer: God of the Foolish Cross 

God of the foolish cross, 
tottering down the streets of Jerusalem on a donkey,
You are not the savior we expect.
Your power doesn’t look like the power we want our God to demonstrate.
Your wisdom makes no sense to us.
We are happy to join the crowd, waving branches,
But not so sure we want to follow you
into the temple courts
into the upper room
into the Garden of Gethsemane
to the foot of the cross.
Forgive our false assumptions.
Clarify our clouded vision.
Let us relax into the foolishness of your love, your grace.
Hosanna, hosanna. Save us, we beseech you!
~ posted on Joanna Harader on her Spacious Faith blog.  http://spaciousfaith.com/ 
Psalm of Celebration: Psalm 118 

Though we have known hardship and pain, 
though life has not always turned out as we had hoped,
we will stand here and say:
God’s steadfast love endures for ever!
Though life becomes more complex,
the deepest questions remain unanswered,
and the mystery of faith deepens, we will say:
God’s steadfast love endures for ever!
And though the pain of the world
often seems more than we can bear or address,
we will stand firm in our faith and say:
God’s steadfast love endures for ever!
~ written by Ann Siddall, in Lent to Easter liturgies: Year C.  Posted on the website of the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre.  http://stillpoint.unitingchurchsa.org.au/ 

Call to Worship for the beginning of Holy Week 

We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips;
we will travel through betrayal and death, 
cradling hope deep in our hearts
Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow,
for he is the life we long for,
he is the Word who sustains us.
We wave palm branches in anticipation,
we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk
Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes:
modelling humility and obedience for all of us.
Hosanna! Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who brings us
the kingdom of God.
~ written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his excellent Lectionary Liturgies blog. http://www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/ 
Prayer of Confession 

True repentance is not for the fainthearted. Deep repentance is one of the best, yet toughest,  experiences we can engage in. That we may truly repent, let us pray:
 

If we have entered this house of worship, fully satisfied with our own goodness and respectability, and feeling superior to others;

Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy.
 
If we are unaware of the ambiguity of our motives and of the cunning self interest that creeps into our best thoughts and actions:

Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.
 
If we have measured our loving by pathetic comparisons with those around us, rather than by your faithful self-giving of the cross;

Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy.
 
Gracious loving God, may we have the grace to really repent, and find our true selves gathered up in your healing and freedom. God, having been forgiven, enable us to live as a forgiving people, breaking the vicious circle of this world’s blame and counter blame. Help us be a healing, freeing community, sharing the love have for us. Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen!
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