PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord Jesus, you emptied yourself, 

trading in the form of God for the form of a slave; 

we pray for the Church, and all your people. 

Form us into a Church that empties itself for others, and for you.

Lord hear us, Lord hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, you were born in human likeness, found in human form; 

we pray for the whole human family, for the nations of the earth, 

and for all who live in the midst of disaster, famine, or terror.

Lord hear us, Lord hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, even after humbling yourself in your incarnation, 

you humbled yourself further to the point of death; we pray for 
our nation, our leaders, and all the people who live here. 

Bless us with your humility.

Lord hear us, Lord hear our prayer.
Loving Lord, In your exaltation,  

you were given the name that is above every name; 

we pray in your name for those who are on the edges of life:

the poor, the hungry, those who suffer with the pain of living. 

Give them your grace.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We also pray, in your name O Lord, 

for those who are sick, or grieving, or anxious,

give them the gift of healing, strength, and life.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving Lord  Jesus, you humbled yourself in the manger, 

and you humbled yourself on the cross; 

and to you O Lord we bend our knee 

with those above and those below, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Palm Sunday, 5 April 2020
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!
PALM PROCESSION
(optional) - ferns, musical instruments

 
SONG  
TiS 244”Trotting, trotting…”

WELCOME – 
Welcome everyone to worship on this Palm Sunday. Welcome to any visitors worshipping with us.  Today we focus on what it means for us to be faithful followers of Jesus as we prepare the way for Jesus to enter our lives! 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
This is the day the LORD has made;
You are our God, and we will praise You!
The LORD is God, and has given us light;
You are our God, and we will praise You!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
You are our God, and we will praise You!
SONG (based on Psalm 118) Tune TiS 442 (ii)
 This is the day the Lord has made;
     in it will we rejoice,
          praising God's everlasting love
               with heart and mind and voice.
God is my refuge and my strength,
     my might, my joy, my song,
          my shield, salvation, sure defense
               throughout my whole life long.
Open the gates of righteousness,
     Lord, let me enter there,
          that I may lift my thanks to you
               in hymn and song and prayer.
See now the wonder God has done:
     the once rejected stone
          has now become the cornerstone,
               the Lord's own Chosen One.
Blest is the One who comes to us
     in God our maker's name,
          bringing to us God's life and light,
               to every age the same.
This is the day the Lord has made;
     in it will we rejoice,
          praising God's everlasting love
               with heart and mind and voice.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Lord Jesus Christ, you were welcomed as a king, yet riding on a donkey. You were greeted with cheers and acclamations which soon turned to jeers and condemnation. We can’t imagine being part of the jeering crowd - but would we, if we had been there?           (silent reflection) 
Lord Jesus Christ, when our words and actions reflect a reluctance to confess you publicly as Lord of our lives: 

God hear us:  God forgive us. 
When we fear that humbling ourselves, would be seen by others as weakness, some kind of defect in our character:  God hear us:  God forgive us. 
When we have betrayed your love for us through our lack of love for you, for others, and for ourselves:

God hear us:  God forgive us. 
When we find ourselves glossing over the events of your passion and death because we look forward to Easter as a time to enjoy holidays and have fun.  
God hear us:  God forgive us. 
God, empower us by your Spirit so that our lives glorify you and our tongues confess Jesus as Lord, in his name. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Phil 2:6,7a,8b) 
Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not  
count equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,  taking the form of a slave...and became obedient to the point of death --even  death on a cross." Through his obedience we are freed from whatever sin enslaves us. So I declare to you….
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 


DOXOLOGY TiS 775 “Glory, glory, glory..”

We Listen for God’s  Word
FIRST READING 
Philippians 2:5-11
EARLY WORD  Along the road - Jesus enters Jerusalem
SONG
Tune TiS 52 "Let us sing.."
There’s a man riding in on a donkey, 
there’s a man, and they say he’s king! 
And the palm leaves are waving a welcome 
and the voices of the people sing: 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King!
Why a king riding in on a donkey? 
Why a king wearing no fine crown? 
Where the drums? Where the high-sounding cymbals 
if a king is riding into town?
Sing hosanna . . .
Hear the voice of the King on a donkey! 
Hear the joy of the news he brings! 
He is Jesus, the Son of the Highest. 
He is Jesus and the King of kings!
Sing hosanna . . .
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GOSPEL

Matthew 21:1-11
SERMON 

“Blessed are the ordinary!”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 256 “From heaven you came...”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Bless these gifts and our lives, O God, for we offer them in the name of Jesus, our Lord. He emptied himself that we might be filled. He humbled himself that we might be lifted up. We pray these gifts be used to proclaim the gospel which fills lives that are empty and lifts up those who need help.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord hear us, Lord hear our prayer.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 348 “Ride on, ride on in majesty”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING
 Go now to prepare for Jesus in ordinary ways! 
 Go embraced by the steadfast love of God, 
 Go blessed by the humility and courage of Jesus Christ 
 Go filled with the amazing power of the Holy Spirit. 

BLESSING SONG TiS 749 " Send me Jesus"

























