Maundy Thursday 9 April 2020   

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
HOLY COMMUNION AND TENEBRAE SERVICE

We gather as God’s people

GREETING (Psalm 116 v.13)
On this autumn night, as darkness falls, we gather to remember : to remember the events of the night 

when Jesus shared his last supper with his friends.
What then, shall we render to the Lord for all his bounty to us? 
We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  Amen

SONG TIS 536  "An upper room....." V 1 & 2

WELCOME – Welcome everyone to worship on this Maundy Thursday Service here at ......... UC. Tonight is a Tenenbrae Service a service of shadows. Tonight we will focus on how the light of Christ is gradually put out as we approach the darkness of Good Friday. 

GOSPEL  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 


13:1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
13:2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper
13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,
13:4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.
13:5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.
13:6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
13:7 Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand."
13:8 Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me."
13:9 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"
13:10 Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you."
13:11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."
13:12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?
13:13 You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am.
13:14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.
13:15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.
13:16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 13:17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
13:31b When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
13:32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
13:33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'
13:34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 13:35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

(silent reflection)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Loving God, we come to worship in the gathering shadows of Jesus’ suffering and death.
We come with his friends, those who have followed him in every place and generation;
We come to relive this story of service and betrayal,
of weakness and of courage.
We come to witness your love in action.
Be with us, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
SONG CS 17  "Love one another"

Love one another as I have loved you, 

Be righteous, be holy in all that you do.

Just seek me, listen to me,

With all your heart follow me.

And I promise you shall not fall. 

And I promise you shall not fall. So......

INVITATION . 

Jesus says: "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever  believes in me will never be thirsty....and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away." 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come... and ... having loved his own who were in the world he loved them to the end; at supper with them, he washed the disciples' feet and gave them the new commandment: "... love one another as I have loved you." 

Lift the basin and towel and hold in silence for a moment.  
Lay it back on floor or small table

He took a loaf of bread and when he had given thanks,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take eat, 
this is my body given for you. Do this to remember me." 


After supper, he took the cup, and again giving thanks, 
he gave it to his disciples, saying  "Drink from this all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out *
for you  and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this as often as you drink it, to remember me." 
* Have the wine/grape juice in a jug and at the words "poured out" – pour the liquid into the chalice/goblet. The sound has a very moving impact on the senses. 
Be present, Lord Jesus, by your Holy Spirit as you were in 
that upper room with your disciples when you shared this 
last supper with them; make yourself known to us as we share

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Jesus tells us: As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's  death until he comes.  
So We eat and drink with thanksgiving, remembering all that Jesus  has done for us.

Distribution by intinction is recommended. Explain to congregation that they will be given a piece of bread which they will dip into the cup and eat (before returning to seat if people have come forward to receive the bread and wine). If numbers make it possible, the minister takes loaf around and serves each person followed by an elder with the cup. If too many to serve like this, minister  and elder stand together and people invited to come forward to be served.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for refreshing and renewing us with this meal - for nourishing our lives with the gracious gift of your life. Amen


SONG TIS 536: verses 3 & 4 
 
And after Supper he washed their feet,
for service, too, is sacrament.
In him our joy shall be made complete
sent out to serve, as he was sent.


No end there is! We share his peace.
He loves beyond our uttermost:
in every room in our Father's house
he will be there, as Lord and host. 

Words: Fred Pratt Green Words by permission Stainer & Bell, London 

LicenSing No.#620226 CCLi # 303543


THE PEACE  After Jesus had shared the meal with his disciples and washed their feet, he said to them,  "I have set you an example that you also should do as I have done to you...Love one another,  as I have loved you"... He also said "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you." 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. (share a sign of peace) 
            

TENEBRAE -  The Service Of Shadows 

1. THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL Matthew 26:20-25 (NIV)

 20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

 22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

 23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written of him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

   Jesus answered, “You have said so.”  Candle  extinguished

SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 

watching and praying, watching and praying. 
2. THE SHADOW OF INNER AGONY Luke 22:40-44 (NIV)

40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.[a] Candle  extinguished

SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 

watching and praying, watching and praying.


3. THE SHADOW OF LONELINESS Matthew 26:40-45 (NIV)

 40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

 43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 

Candle  extinguished
SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 

watching and praying, watching and praying.


4. THE SHADOW OF DESERTION Matthew 26:47-50,55,56 

 47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 

 50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”  Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 

 55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Candle  extinguished
SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 

watching and praying, watching and praying.


5. THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION Matthew 26:59-66 (NIV)

 59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. 

Finally two came forward and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.'"

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is the testimony that these men are bringing against you?" But Jesus remained silent. 

The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God."

"Yes, it is as you say," said Jesus, "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, He has spoken blasphemy. What do you think?"

He is worthy of death," They answered. 


Candle  extinguished
SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 
watching and praying, watching and praying.


6. THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY Mark 15:12-20  NIV
Pilate asked the crowd, "What shall I do then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" "Crucify him! "they shouted. 

"Why? What crime has he committed?", asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" 

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged and handed him over to be crucified. 

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace and called together to whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out to him, "Hail, king of the Jews!"Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. 

Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
Candle  extinguished
SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 
watching and praying, watching and praying.

7. THE SHADOW OF DEATH Luke 23:33-46 NIV
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." 38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. " 43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.
One candle  extinguished -  only the Christ candle remains.

SONG:  Stay here with me, remain here with me, 
watching and praying, watching and praying.

FINAL READING Lets leave the church in silence

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. (John 1:1-4 ) The light has come into the world, but people love the shadows rather than the light. 
                        The Christ candle is extinguished.
                                The church is in darkness

FLUTE (OR OTHER) MUSIC - "Like a candle"
                                          

DEPARTURE 

