Lent 1A- Questions on the Readings - 1 March 2020:

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Questions:  

1. The temptation for Eve and Adam is about knowledge of good and evil, which is a perfectly worthwhile thing to have. What is the secret of temptations - are they worthwhile on one level? 
2. Most of our temptations are like Eve’s and Adam’s, for physical pleasure (“good food”), for beauty (“delight to the eyes”) or for wisdom (“let me be wise”). What are some of the places we may search for pleasure, beauty or wisdom, and be disappointed?
3. The human elements of guilt and blame are very evident here. No-one takes responsibility for their actions. How do we sometimes deal with guilt and blame in our lives? 
4. We are left with a sense of tragedy and yet hope for Eve and Adam. What stories in our life contain tragedy and hope?
Psalm 32 Questions:  

1. The psalmist’s sin is old news, but the effect on the body is still felt. In the darkest watch of the night, he/she cries out to God.
2. Why do you think the psalmist claims that confessing sins leads to their forgiveness?

3. Soren Kierkegaard wrote that our repentance always comes at the 11th hour, after we have run out of our own resources and we turn to God. How can God be our hiding place at the 11th hour?
4. If God is our hiding place, what is God hiding us from?
5. How is our physical health connected to our spiritual health? How can we improve both?
ow c
Romans 5:12-19 Questions:  

1. Does sin get passed from one generation to another or is it the natural human tendency to sin?
2. Is a tiny baby born with sin in them or are they born with the human potential to sin? 
3. How does Jesus’ life, death and resurrection help us get back to how we human beings were in the Garden of Eden?
4. How can we observe the disciplines of the Lenten season without losing sight of the hopefulness that waits on the other side of it?
5. The bottom line is God's free gift of grace in Jesus Christ. Where did you first hear about this free gift of grace? What does this mean for people like us who keep on sinning?
Matthew 4:1-11 Questions:  

1. What would it feel like for us to face similar temptations to Jesus?
2. All three temptations are reasonable - to feed the world; to prove God exists; to have the power to rule the world.  What other reasonable temptations can we struggle with?
3. Jesus’ temptations take place in the wilderness, far from other people and creature comforts. 
4.How is temptation greater when we are alone and uncomfortable?
5. How do you sense Jesus ministering to you through the trials of your life?
