PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord Jesus we thank you for your call 

of ordinary people like us to follow you. 

We thank you for your trust in us 

to answer your call to fish for people, 

even though we not know how to fish!

Lord hear us: help us always to answer your call! 
Lord Jesus we thank you that call different people 

with different gifts for ministry to follow you.

We thank you that you call us 

to offer our gifts for ministry 

to serve the needs of others.

Lord hear us: help us always to answer your call! 
Lord Jesus we pray for all your faithful people

who answer your call by serving the needs of others:

for doctors, nurses and other healthcare workers; 

police, fire brigade and other emergency workers;

for those who grow and prepare food, 

for teachers and parents.

Lord hear us: help us always to answer your call! 
We pray for your Church throughout the world, 

for the Church in Australia and in particular the UCA;

We pray for our President Stewart McMillan; Gen Secretary Colleen Geyer; for our Moderator Sharon Hollis; and Synod General Secretary Mark Lawrence;
the UCA in Tasmania as it strives to answer your call. 

Lord hear us: help us always to answer your call! 
May our life be our prayer in action, in your name. Amen
Epiphany 3A – 22 January 2017 

We acknowledge the Aboriginal people,

 the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

SONG TiS 745 "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God"

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God;

And God’s righteousness;

And all these things shall be added unto you.

Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia! (2X) Allelu, alleluia. 

Ask and it shall be given unto you;

Seek and you will find;

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia! (2X) Allelu, alleluia. 

You shall not live by bread alone;

But by every word;

That proceeds from the mouth of God.

Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-u-ia! (2X) Allelu, alleluia. 

( 1973 Karen Lafferty  reproduced with permission under CCLi  #303550
WELCOME to our worship at ............... UC. Welcome to any visitors. Welcome to any visitors. A warm welcome to you all in the name of Jesus Christ our saviour and Lord! Today is the 3rd Sunday in the Season of Epiphany, when we celebrate the light of Christ coming into the darkness of our lives. Today in particular we  recognise Jesus’ call to make us fishers of people. 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Ps 27) Let’s worship God!
God is our light, our strength, and our salvation.
Our confidence is in God of whom shall we be afraid?
SONG Do not be afraid I am with you;

I have called you by your name you are mine; X2
One thing we ask of God, one thing we seek – to live in the house of God all the days of our lives: So we may see the beauty of God in creation and each other.
SONG Do not be afraid I am with you;

I have called you by your name you are mine; X2
One thing we ask of God , one thing we seek – 
to trust the ways of God. So we may know God’s goodness and strength all the days of our life. Amen!

SONG  (TiS 16) Do not be afraid I am with you;

I have called you by your name you are mine; X2
The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom then shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom then shall I shrink? Refrain
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long: 

to live in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life. Refrain
I am sure I will see the Lord’s goodness 

in the land of the living.

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart, 

hope in the Lord. Refrain

Response text © Christopher Wilcock. Music © 1974, 1990 Christopher Wilcock.

By permission Oregon Press LicenSing #620226
PRAYER OF CONFESSION .

Jesus proclaimed: Repent, turn back to God,

so the way of God can be made real within you.

When we speak with words that dismiss others

and cause division instead of greater understanding,

God, give light to your vision within us.

Repent, turn back to God, 
so the way of God can be made real within you.

When we take more than our share of resources, 

and others must bear the burden,

God, give light to your vision within us.

Repent, turn back to God,

so the way of God can be made real within you.

When we treat others with disrespect or judgment, 

or when we simply ignore them;

God, give light to your vision within us.

Repent, turn back to God,

so the way of God can be made real within you.

When we know that you are calling us 

and we choose not to follow,

God, give light to your vision within us.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who don't understand. But to those of us who are being saved, it is nothing less than the power of God. Yes! In Jesus Christ we are empowered to live new, forgiven lives. 
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD!

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart”

Give thanks with a grateful heart,

give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son! X2

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’…………
let the poor says, ‘I am rich …………
because of what the Lord has done for us.’ X2

## Repeat all above 

Give thanks ……….., give thanks ………give thanks ………
Words and music © Integrity Music – Scripture in Song CCLi #303550

We Receive God’s word
FIRST READING 
Isaiah 9:1-4
EARLY WORD  Learning Companion "Say it"
SONG TiS 491 “Father welcomes all his children”

Father welcomes all his children

to his family through his Son;

Father giving his salvation,

life forever has been won.

Little children, come to me,

for my kingdom is of these;

life and love I have to give,

mercy for your sin. Refrain
In the water, in the word

in his promise, be assured:

those who are baptised and believe

shall be born again. Refrain
Let us daily die to sin,

let us daily rise with him,

walk in the love of Christ our Lord,

live in the peace of God. Refrain
©1973 Robin Mann. Produced under LicenSing #620226; CCLi #304550

GOSPEL


Matthew 4:12-23
SERMON “Jesus our best fishing-mate?”
We respond to God’s Word

SONG   "The Summons"
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

Will you leave what you don’t know 
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around

Through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me?

Lord your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same

In your company I’ll go where you love and footsteps show

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

© 1987 WGRG the Iona Community Used with permission under license CCLi #303550

OFFERING PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, you call us to follow you and to fish for people in our loving words and actions.  May these gifts and the service of our lives be used to share with others how good it is to follow you. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord hear us: help us always to answer your call! 
We are sent out to share the Good News

NOTICES
SONG TIS 468 “We are your people”

We are your people; Spirit of grace,

you dare to make us to all our neighbours,

Christ's living voice, hands and face. 

Joined in community, treasured and fed,

may we discover gifts in each other,

willing to lead and be led 

Rich in diversity, help us to live

closer than neighbours, open to strangers,

able to clash and forgive 

Glad of tradition, help us to see

in all life's changing, where you are leading,

where our best efforts should be 

Give, as we venture justice and care

(peaceful, resisting, waiting or risking)

wisdom to know when and where.

Christ, as we serve you in different ways,

may all we're doing show that you're living,

meeting your love with our praise 

Words by Brian Arthur Wren ( 1999 Hope Publishing Company
LicenSing #620226; CCLi #304550

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go into this week to fish for people, 

to share with others how good it is to follow Jesus
And as you go may you be
blessed by the assurance of God’s care
inspired by the presence of Jesus Christ
energised by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
SONG TIS 779 “May the feet of God walk with you”

May the feet of God walk with you

and his hand hold you tight.

May the eye of God be on you, 

and his ear hear your cry.

May the smile of God be for you, 

and his breath give you life.

May the child of God grow in you, 

and his love bring you home. 

Music © Robin Mann Words © A. W. Podlich With permission
LicenSing #620226; 

























