Epiphany 2A- Questions on the Readings - 19 January 2020:

Isaiah 49:1-7 Questions:  

1. When have you felt disappointed with your relationship with God? Have you ever felt that you, too, “laboured in vain?”

2. How has God been faithful to you (your congregation) in times of struggle? 
3. Make a list of the ways in which you have been blesses by God. Do any patterns emerge?   Write a prayer of thanksgiving based on the blessings you have received.

4. Make a list of the ways in which your congregation has been blessed by God recently. Do any patterns emerge? 
5. Write a prayer of thanksgiving based on the blessings your congregation has received.

Psalm 40:1-11 Questions:  
1. What kind of a psalm is Ps 40? Write a similar psalm yourself. 
2. Can you think of a time in the past when God came to your rescue?

3. Which "fresh words and deeds"  have inspired you recently? (v5)
4. How has God been faithful to you recently? (v10)

5. What are some works of God in which you (your congregation) can give praise now?    
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Questions:  

1. How do people "call on the name of the Lord" in your congregation?  (v1-2)

2. What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus for you? How is this expressed as part of your identity?

3. Do you know the spiritual gifts God has given to you?
4. How might you use these gifts for the building up of the Church, the Body of Christ? How might you use them to share Christ with the world?

5. Does your congregation have all God's Spiritual gifts? How are these expressed?  

John 1:29-42 Questions:  

1. John called Jesus the Lamb of God. Why do you think John chose this title for Jesus?

2. What name would you use to describe Jesus? How is this displayed in your life?

3. How is Jesus your Messiah? What have you discovered as you have "walked the walk" with him? (vv38-39)
4. Do you have a sense of being called to walk a "narrow way" ? Or would you use another image to describe the " way" to which Christ calls you? 

5. How does your congregation strive to "walk the walk" as well as "talk the talk" with Jesus? 
